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Thanks to YOU - No senior will go hungry. Since "Shelter In Place" 
went into effect our staff has been working tirelessly 

to deliver food to vulnerable seniors in Kent and Allegan.  
Please donate today to sustain this effort. 

DONATE
 TODAY



     Since the governor's "shelter in place"
order, we have delivered more than
100,000 meals to seniors stuck at home.  
This enormous number is only possible
because of two kinds of heroes; those
from home and those who don a
facemask and gloves and go to work.
   Our heroes from home surprise us
almost every day; an encouraging word
you've left on our voicemails, an extra
large and unexpected donation, a
homemade meal delivered for all of us. 
 Your kindness gives our workers the
energy and impetuous to go on.  
  And go on they do.  Most of our
employees are working between two and
four hours a day more than normal,
despite extra pressures at home. 
   "My wife is very afraid," said Dave
Woudstra, Delivery & Distribution
Manager.  "She's afraid I will get sick and
bring it home.  So, I change my clothes
in the garage and I'm constantly washing
my hands and using hand sanitizer." But
someone has to be there for the
seniors," he said. "I'm doing what I need
to do, and I need to be here."
   Dave is not alone in his worries. "My
biggest fear is carrying it and not
knowing and then passing it to drivers or       

 

or clients," said Delivery Supervisor,
Shelly Smalligan.
   Caleb Caterino, the facilities manager,
is not only working more hours, he is
also trying to "juggle everyone's
schedule and sanity."  He has two
school age kids, a nine month old in the
hospital with ear infections and a school
teacher wife trying to work from home. 
 On top of that, "my kids don't know
when they will touch and hug their
grandparents again," he said.  "All these
unknowns are really hard on
everybody." 
   In Home Services Intake Specialist,
Connie Zavala, has an 80-year-old
mother who doesn't drive and lives at
home. "COVID has taught me that I love
my Mom even more and I worry about
all the elderly who are not checked on." 
 Connie calls her mother at least 3 times
a day just to make sure she is all right.
"She's the strong one," Connie said.
"She still cooks and has taken care of us
her whole life...Now I take care of her."
   None of our workers see themselves
as heroes but to the seniors for whom
they are a lifeline, there is no other word
that describes them better.   

 

NOT ALL HEROES 

WEAR CAPES
Some wear headsets,  some wear aprons, some dr ive cars  

some stack cans, and some are heroes from home.
But ALL of  them wear Masks!



 "I don't know what a hero feels like, said
Ragean Herpolsheimer, Human
Resource Manager.  "A hero just does
what needs to be done."
   "We are simply doing our jobs," said
Danielle Simmons, Food Pantry
Manager.  "We need to be helping
people and not pose like we are
something special or better than others."
   But our employees are on the front
lines, doing what needs to be done to
alleviate hunger because a virus does
not stop hunger.  For more than 1,800 of
our 7,000 clients a year it is very
important that we keep delivering meals
and providing pantry food.  They simply
have no other way of obtaining food.  
   "People need to know that Meals on
Wheels is here not only during this crisis
but here for the long haul, as long as we
can," said Zavala. 
   Sometimes we get thank you notes
from the seniors we serve or their
families but since COVID, there seems
to be gratefulness everywhere and not a
day goes by without a sweet expression
of gratitude.  But none express it as
clearly as this note from a grateful client. 
   "Please be ever so careful during this
fearful time. You are in my prayers.
Thank you so much for your part in
helping us week after week, year after
year.  Just know that you are greatly
appreciated.  Especially now, during this
time."
To ALL our heroes - Those at Home
and Those at Work - Be Safe. Stay
Healthy and THANK YOU!   

              
 

THANK YOU
NOTES 
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