Fundraise with Meals on Wheels
Western Michigan!
Thank you for being a hero to local seniors!
Hosting a food or fund drive is a great way to increase the supply of food and resources for the 1 in 6 seniors
that struggle with hunger. By engaging your community, neighborhood, school, place of worship, or
workplace, you can make a huge difference in the lives of the most vulnerable in our community. All the food
and funds you collect will go directly to our three programs: Home Delivered Meals for homebound seniors,
our Senior Food Pantry for low-income seniors, and our congregate dining sites. Your collective action is
powerful. Just $0.50 can provide a carton of milk and a fresh piece of fruit to a homebound senior! When we
work together, we can make a huge impact!

How to get started
Now that you've decided to join the fight against hunger and isolation in local
seniors, follow these steps to get started and host a successful fundraiser!
Step 1: Brainstorm
What's your inspiration? Are you celebrating a birthday, anniversary, or special occasion? Maybe you are
honoring the memory or life of a loved one, or just getting in the spirit of giving around the holidays. Perhaps
you want to challenge yourself with a 5K, or have a teambuilding competition among coworkers or
classmates. Think about what motivates you, and whether you'd like to collect food, funds, or both!
Step 2: Register
Complete the registration form on our website, or contact us at lvanderhill@mowwm.org or 616-459-3111 x
139 to let us know what type of drive or event you have in mind! Whether it's an online fundraiser, a food
drive, or an in-person event, our staff will help you turn your brainstorm into a successful reality! Once we
receive your registration, we will reach out shortly with more informaiton.
Tip: Hosting an online fundraiser is a really easy way to make a collective impact, remotely. We provide
you with the platform, GoFundMe Charity, so you can easily ask your community to make donations
toward your goal! Just $25 can supply a week of home delivered lunches to a senior in need!

Step 3: Set a Goal
Setting a goal really helps to motivate your community! Whether your goal is $200 or $10,000, your donations
will make a huge difference!
Step 4: Launch your fundraiser!
Let us know if you need help along the way. We can help create an online fundraiser for you, supply Most
Needed Items lists and flyers, and answer any questions you might have.
Step 5: Get the word out
Reach out to your networks with a personal message, whether it's via email, social media, phone calls, flyers,
etc.! Tell people why you are hosting this fundraiser and how they can donate to help combat senior hunger
and isolation. Share a personal story about what motivated your fundraiser. If you'd like to make your own
promotions, be sure to check with us first so we can provide you with our logo, style guide, and approval.
Tip: Use your social media outlets to share information about senior hunger, and your fundraiser! Regularly
share photos, stats, and your progress, and be sure to tag @mealsonwheelswesternmichigan!

Step 6: Say Thank You
Email your gratitude to everyone that gave to your fundraiser! Let them know the impact you all made
together in the lives of local seniors, and encourage them to check out mealsonwheelswesternmichigan.org
for more information about how to get involved!
Step 7: Get your donations to Meals on Wheels Western Michigan
Donations in the form of cash, checks or money orders should not be deposited into a personal checking
account, but should instead be brought directly to our office in Grandville. Please ensure all checks are made
out to Meals on Wheels Western Michigan. We would love to give you a tour when you come! Any nonperishable food donations can be brought to our main office or taken directly to our Senior Pantry located at
1954 Fuller NE, Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49505. Donations made through GoFundMe Charity get
automatically deposited into our bank account, so there is nothing else you have to do for that. Thank you for
all you do for local seniors!
You can reach us at:
Meals on Wheels Western Michigan
2900 Wilson Ave SW # 500, Grandville, MI 49418
lvanderhill@mowwm.org
616-459-3111 x 139

